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PENARTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Penarth  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  report  for  the  year 
1945. 

The  vital  statistics  show  a decrease  in  the  birth  rate.  The 
Still  birth  rate  is  slightly  larger  this  last  year,  and  the  Infantile 
Mortality  rate  is  higher. 

At  no  time  was  there  any  serious  outbreak  of  infectious 
notifiable  disease. 

There  were  6 deaths  from  tuberculosis,  while  13  new  cases 
of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  10  pulmonary  and  3 non-pulmonary. 

The  housing  shortage  is  still  very  serious  but  the  position 
is  now  improving. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  my  colleagues  for  their  loyal 
co-operation  in  the  creation  of  this  report. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


LEO  CHECCHI 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 

The  Urban  District  of  Penarth  comprises  the  Parishes  of 
Penarth,  Cogan  and  Llandough,  the  latter  parish  having  Rural 
characteristics.  The  geological  structure  of  the  District  is  made 
up  as  follows  : — 


Red  and  Grey  Marls 
Lower  Lias 
Estuarine  Mud 
Rhaetic 
Foreshore  ... 


1 ,024  acres. 
807  „ 

205  „ 

122 

305  ” 


The  elevation  above  sea  level  is  200  feet  in  the  northern 
portion  of  the  area,  with  a gentle  slope  to  40  feet  at  its  southern 
boundary. 

The  eastern  boundary  and  a portion  of  the  northern  area 
are  washed  by  the  waters  of  the  Bristol  Channel  which  pursues 
its  course  towards  the  southern  boundary,  therefore  any  winds 
between  a north-easterly  and  a south-easterly  come  across  the 
channel. 


The  district  is  exceptionally  well  wooded,  its  streets  being 
for  the  most  part  avenues  of  trees  which  in  summer  afford  a 
welcome  shade.  It  is  well  provided  with  modern  public  swimming 
baths,  recreation  grounds,  parks  and  open  spaces,  and  possesses 
to  the  fullest  extent  all  the  conveniences  and  comforts  so  desirable 
in  both  a residential  locality  and  a summer  seaside  resort  ; it 
combines  all  the  advantages  of  a modern  well  equipped  town 
with  the  charm  of  country  life  and  the  health  breezes  of  the 
seaside. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  (including  fore-shore)  2,508  acres 

Population  (census  1931)  ...  ...  17,110 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 4,359 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  £127,022 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate £492 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total  Male  Female 

Number  of  live  births  (legitimate)  ...  194  107  87 

Number  of  live  births  (illegitimate)  ...  29  14  15 

Birth  Rate  of  Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.2 

BIRTH  RATE  OF  ESTIMATED  RESIDENT  POPULATION. 

Number  of  still  births  (legitimate)  ...  10  7 3 

Number  of  still  births  (illegitimate)  ...  1 — 1 
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Still  birth  rate  49.3  per  1,000  births,  and  0.70  per  1,000  estimated 
population. 

Number  of  deaths,  103  males,  and  102  females,  205  total. 

Death  rate  of  estimated  resident  population  13.1  per  1,000 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  ...  Nil 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  31 


Number  of  deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) Nil 

Number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 
Number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 

COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Table  1. 

Shows  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  past  10  years  in 
England  and  Wales,  Glamorgan  and  Penarth. 

TABLE  1. 


BIRTHS 

DEATHS 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

Under  1 Year 

At  All  Ages 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

England 

Glamor- 

Rate  per 

per 

Year 

No. 

Penarth 

and 

gan 

No. 

1,000 

No. 

1 ,000 

Wales 

Births 

Pop. 

Registered 

1935 

208 

12.1 

14.7 

16.0 

11 

53 

218 

12.7 

1936 

207 

12.2 

14.8 

15.4 

11 

53 

181 

10.7 

1937 

200 

12.2 

14.9 

15.3 

16 

80 

209 

12.7 

1938 

202 

12.6 

15.1 

15.4 

11 

54 

189 

11.8 

1939 

193 

12.0 

15.0 

13.1 

9 

41 

225 

13.8 

1940 

203 

12.2 

14.6 

17.2 

16 

79 

244 

14.6 

1941 

229 

14.6 

14.2 

16.7 

11 

48 

240 

15.2 

1942 

248 

15.9 

15.8 

18.2 

10 

40 

191 

12.3 

1943 

266 

17.4 

16.5 

18.4 

13 

49 

199 

13.0 

1944 

277 

18.1 

17.6 

19.4 

6 

22 

223 

14.6 

1945 

223 

14.3 

16.1 

18.1 

7 

31 

205 

13.1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1945. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

2.  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria  ... 

— 

1 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

4 

7.  Other  Tuberculosis  Disease 

— 

1 

8.  Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

3 

— 

9.  Influenza 

1 

2 

10.  Measles 

— 

— 

11.  Ac.  Polio-Myelitis  and  Polio  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

12.  Ac.  Infa  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  Oesoph.  (m) 
Uterus  (f) 

1 

3 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

3 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast  ... 

— 

3 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

10 

8 

17.  Diabetes 

— 

— 

18.  Intra-cranial  Vase.  Lesions 

15 

16 

19.  Heart  Disease 

33 

23 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ... 

3 

9 

21.  Bronchitis  ... 

3 

2 

22.  Pheumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

2 

23.  Other  respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

1 

— 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ... 

— 

1 

26.  Appendicitis 

• — 

— 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

1 

— 

28.  Nephritis 

5 

5 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post  Abort  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30.  Other  Matern.  Causes 

— 

1 

31.  Premature  Birth  ... 

1 

1 

32.  Congenital  Matl.  Birth  Injuries  ... 

2 

1 

33.  Suicide 

2 

— 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

— 

— 

35.  Violent  causes 

4 

2 

36.  All  other  causes 

9 

14 

All  Causes  ... 

103 

102 

Total 

2 

05 
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Table  II  shows  the  number  of  Births  and  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  for  the  Countv  and  District  of  Glamorgan  during 
1945. 

TABLE  II. 


District 

Number 

of 

Births 

Deaths 
under 
1 year 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 

Administrative  County 
of  Glamorgan  ... 

12,643 

727 

58 

Aberdare 

606 

28 

46 

Barrv 

740 

41 

55 

Bridgend 

203 

7 

35 

Caerphilly  ... 

678 

46 

68 

Cowbridge  ... 

25 

2 

80 

Gelligaer 

742 

70 

94 

Glyncorrwg  

204 

13 

64 

Llwcher 

401 

25 

62 

Maesteg 

434 

24 

55 

Mountain  Ash 

620 

35 

57 

Neath  Borough 

471 

22 

47 

Ogmore  and  Garw  ... 

458 

20 

44 

Penai  th 

223 

7 

31 

Pontypridd  ... 

696 

58 

83 

Porthcawl 

137 

5 

37 

Port  Talbot  Borough 

673 

42 

62 

Rhondda 

2,080 

110 

53 

Total  for  District  ... 

9,391 

555 

57 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Cases. 


During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  notified  : — 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  7 including  6 from  Llandough  Hospital 
Whooping  Cough  ...  7 ,,  3 ,, 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  120  ,,  99  ,, 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  11 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  2 

Dysentrv  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  Pulm.  ...  5 

Tuberculosis  Non  Pulm.  3 
Measles  ...  ...  106 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 


Disinfection. 

Nine  patients  were  removed  to  hospital,  15  rooms  were 
disinfected  after  infection,  and  one  bag  of  bedding  and  clothing 
was  treated  in  the  steam  disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
together  with  the  undermentioned  additional  items. 

Pillows  ...  4 Mattresses  ...  4 Bolsters  ...  1 

The  undermentioned  articles  were  also  treated  at  the  Cardiff 
City  Disinfecting  Plant  : — 


Bundles  of  carpets 

...  3 

Tea  towels  ... 

,..  12 

Blankets 

...  560 

Mattresses 

...  142 

Pillows 

...  53 

Quilts 

1 

Bolsters 

o 

Eiderdowns  ... 

1 

Sheets 

...  2 

Pillow  slips  ... 

...  12 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  City  of  Cardiff 
Authority  for  the  treatment  and  removal  of  cases  of  small-pox 
which  may  occur  in  the  district.  The  Isolation  Hospital  which 
was  transferred  to  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  is 
now  used  as  a tuberculosis  hospital,  and  arrangements  are  now 
made  for  infectious  disease  cases  to  be  admitted  to  the  Cardiff 
City  Isolation  Hospital. 


10 


The  number  of  children  successfully  vaccinated  by  the 
Public  Vaccinator  was  136. 

A large  modern  general  hospital  situated  at  Llandough  is 
within  the  district,  and  is  provided  by  the  Cardiff  City  Council 
for  the  treatment  of  acute  surgical  and  medical  cases.  The 
hospital  contains  340  beds. 

There  are  no  hospitals  or  nursing  homes  within  the  district 
for  the  admission  of  maternity  cases,  or  children,  but  advantage 
is  taken  of  the  close  proximity  of  the  City  of  Cardiff  which  is 
well  provided  with  large  up-to-date  hospitals,  etc. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  local  authority  provides  and  maintains  a motor  Ambu- 
lance service  for  the  conveyance  of  non-infectious  cases,  maternity, 
etc. 

During  the  year  a total  of  1,2)2  patients  were  conveyed  to 
and  from  hospitals,  nursing  homes,  etc. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  following  pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations 
were  made  at  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Plealth  Laboratory  : 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  15 

Haemolytic  Streptococci  ...  7 

Blood  ? Abortus  ...  ...  1 

Faeces  ? Dysentery  ...  •••  6 

Vincents  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  2 

Faeces  ? Food  Poisoning  4 

Ringworm  ...  ...  • ••  2 

Milks  95 

Water — Bacteriological  and  Chemical  ...  23 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
during  the  year  1944. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS). 


11 


The  figures  shown  under  (1),  (2),  (3)  represent  the  following  : 

(1)  Notified  by  Llandough  Hospital. 

(2)  Cases  treated  at  home. 

(3)  Cases  admitted  to  hospital. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Tuberculosis  Physician,  Dr.  Gilchrist,  has  kindly  compiled 
the  following  table  in  connection  with  the' treatment  of  tuberculosis 
during  the  year  1945.  The  figures  in  parentheses  denote  the 
corresponding  cases  for  the  year  1944. 


Number  of  new  cases  seen  ...  ...  ...  ...  (215)  ...  159 

Number  found  to  be  suffering  from  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  (17)  ...  7 


Number  found  to  be  suffering  from  non-pulmonarv 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  (3) 

Number  with  no  evidence  of  Tuberculosis  ...  (179) 

Number  still  under  observation  ...  ...  ...  (16) 


4 

138 
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New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

5—10 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

10—15 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

15—20 

1 

- 

- 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25 

- 

2 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35 

3 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45—55 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

55—65 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65  years 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Total 

6 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

- 

1 

13 

6 
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ADMISSIONS  TO  TREATMENT. 


AGE 

PERIODS 

PI 

1-5 

JLMONARY 

15  & 

5-15  i Over 

1 

All 

Ages 

NON-PULMONARY 

15  & All 

1-5  5-15  Over  | Ages 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F M 

F 

M 

F 

M j F 

M F 

M 

F 

Institutional  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

1 6 

1 

- 

- 

" ! - 

- 

1 

~ i ~ 

- 

Domiciliary  . . . 

i : - 

- 

1 

- 

Dispensary 

- - 

- 9 

2 9 

2 

' 'I  ' 
1 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Clinics. 

The  clinics  and  treatment  centres  under  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Scheme  have  been  established  at  : — 

(a)  The  "Catherine  Jenkins"  Infant  Welfare  Institute, 

"Beecroft,”  Stanwell  Road,  Penarth. 

(b)  The  Methodist  Chapel,  Dock  Street,  Cogan. 

(c)  The  Presbyterian  School-room,  Plassey  Street,  Cogan. 

(d)  "Penlan  House,"  Llandough. 

Consultations  take  place  as  follows  : — 

(a)  "Beecroft"  twice  weekly,  Monday  and  Thursday,  3.0  p.m. 
(h)  Presbyterian  School-room,  Tuesday,  3.0  p.m. 

(c)  Methodist  Chapel,  Cogan,  Fridays,  3.0  p.m. 

(d)  "Penlan"  House,  alternate  Fridays,  4.0 — 5.0  p.m. 

Ante-natal  consultations  are  held  from  10.0  a.m.  at  "Beecroft” 
on  the  second  and  last  Wednesday  in  each  month. 

A Birth  Control  and  Gynaecological  Clinic  is  also  held  at 
"Beecroft"  on  the  first  and  third  Wednesday  in  each  month  from 
11.0  a.m.  under  the  direction  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council. 
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Dental  Treatment. 

Under  the  arrangement  made  with  the  Glamorgan  Education 
Authority  for  the  service  of  a Lady  Dental  Surgeon  to  give  dental 
treatment  to  expectant  mothers,  and  children  under  school  age, 
the  following  work  has  been  carried  out  at  “Beecroft”  during 
the  year. 


Number  of  attendances 

Mothers 

12 

Children 

Nil 

Total 

12 

Number  of  extractions 

6 

— 

6 

Number  of  fillings 

7 

— 

7 

Number  of  other  treatments  ... 

12 

— 

12 

Number  treated  under  N20  ... 

38 

— 

38 

Maternal  Mortality. 

In  all  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  a copy  of  the  certificate  is 
immediately-  forwarded  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Llealth 
who  arranges  for  all  investigations  to  be  made. 

Children's  Act.  1908. 

The  duties  required  by  the  Act  arc  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Visitors. 

War  Time  Nursery  School. 

The  war-time  Nursery  School  still  proved  to  be  very  successful 
and  to  be  of  great  benefit  and  assistance  to  those  parents  who 
are  in  employment. 

The  average  daily  attendance  was  22,  of  which  8 were  under 
the  age  of  2 years. 

During  February  there  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  and  20 
of  the  children  contracted  it,  in  addition  4 cases  of  chicken  pox 
and  4 cases  of  whooping  cough  occurred  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the  City  of  Cardiff, 
and  receives  a constant  service  of  upland  surface  water  from  the 
Brecknock  Beacons. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  samples  are  taken 
to  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examination. 
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The  number  of  samples  collected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  are  set  cut  hereunder  : — 


Type  of 
Sample 

Number 

Taken 

N umber 
Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

Bacteriological 

17 

Nil 

Chemical 

6 

6 

Nil 

Total 

23 

23 

Nil 

CHEMICAL  SAMPLES  TAKEN. 


No.  of 
Sample 

Collected 

on 

Labelled 

Remarks 

1 

24/10/45 

Main  Supply, 
Penarth 

The  chemical  and  micro- 
scopical characters  are 
satisfactory. 

2 

24/10/45 

Main  Supply, 
Lower  Penarth 

The  chemical  and  physical 
characters  are  satisfac- 
tory. 

3 

16/11/45 

Main  Supply, 
Penarth 

The  chemical  and  physical 
characters  are  satisfac- 
tory. 

4 

12/12/45 

Main  Supply, 
Penarth 

The  chemical  and  micro- 
scopical characters  are 
satisfactory. 

All  the  dwelling-houses  within  the  Urban  District  are  supplied 
with  water  from  a public  mains  supply. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLES  TAKEN. 


No.  of 
Sample 

Collected 

on 

Labelled 

Remarks 

1 

5/1/45 

Main  Supply,  Pcnarth 

Satisfactory 

2 

2/2/45 

Main  Supply,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

3 

22/2/45 

Victoria  School,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

4 

22/2/45 

Albert  Rd.  School,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

5 

6/4/45 

Main  Supply,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

6 

15/5/45 

Main  Supply,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

7 

18/8/45 

Main  Supply,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

8 

6/10/45 

Cogan  Sch.,  Cogan,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

9 

6/10/45 

Albert  Rd.  School,  Penarth 

Fairly 

Satisfactory 

10 

6/10/45 

Victoria  School,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

11 

23/10/45 

Main  Supply,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

12 

24/10/45 

Main  Supply,  Lower  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

13 

24/10/45 

Main  Supply,  Albert  Road, 
Penarth 

Satisfactory 

14 

15/11/45 

Main  Supply,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

15 

11/12/45 

Main  Supply,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

The  swimming  baths  are  under  constant  supervision,  and 
four  samples  of  water  were  collected  during  1945  and  submitted 
to  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examination  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Chemical  Samples  Taken. 


No.  of 
Sample 

Collected 

on 

Labelled 

Remarks 

1 

10/4/45 

Public  Baths,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

2 

3/10/45 

Public  Baths,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

Bacteriological  Samples  Taken. 


No.  of 
Sample 

Collected 

on 

Labelled 

Remarks 

1 

10/4/45 

Public  Baths,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

2 

2/10/45 

Public  Baths,  Penarth 

Satisfactory 

SCHOOLS. 

Situated  in  the  District  are  the  following  schools  : — 

Penarth  Intermediate  School. 

Victoria  Council  School. 

Albert  Road  Council  School. 

Cogan  Council  School. 

Penarth  C.  of  E.  School. 

Penarth  R.C.  School. 

The  whole  of  the  schools  are  provided  with  a constant  supply 
°f  Pure  water,  good  drainage  and  sanitary  fittings,  urinals,  etc., 
which  are  flushed  with  automatic  tanks. 

VERMINOUS  INFESTATION. 

Owing  to  the  infestation  of  bugs,  etc.,  the  Council  has  found 
it  necessary  to  make  provisions  for  the  disinfestation  at  a minimum 
chaige  of  /I  Is.  Od.  per  house.  The  eradication  of  the  bug  is 
brought  about  by  means  of  gaseous  disinfection  after  the  removal 
of  all  infested  woodwork. 

During  the  year  one  Council  Flat  was  found  to  be  infested  ; 
and  18  privately  owned  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  and 
these  were  subsequently  dealt  with. 
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In  addition  arrangements  were  made  up  to  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  for  the  periodic  treatment  of  blankets,  bedding,  etc., 
from  the  various  Fire-watching  Depots,  First  Aid  Post  and 
Rescue  Centres  by  steam  disinfection.  Blankets  and  bedding  of 
persons  suffering  from  scabies  have  also  similarly  been  dealt 
with. 

SUPERVISION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 
Milk. 

There  are  21  purveyors  of  milk  registered  in  the  district  : 
their  premises  are  constantly  inspected,  and  all  are  required  to 
provide  proper  dairy  facilities  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  milk. 

The  purveyors  of  milk  in  the  district  are  made  up  as 


follows  : — 

Producers  ...  ...  ...  10 

Producer/Retailers  ...  ...  4 

Other  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  13 

Non-resident  Retailers  ...  ...  4 


Close  supervision  is  maintained  by  the  Inspectors  on  dairies 
and  cowsheds,  and  all  the  persons  engaged  in  the  production 
and  distribution  of  milk. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  one  establish- 
ment is  licensed  for  bottling  and  selling  Tuberculin  Tested  milk, 
one  establishment  is  licensed  to  sell  pasteurised  milk,  and  one 
establishment  is  licensed  to  sell  accredited  milk. 


Designated  Milk. 


Samples 
taken  by 

No.  of 
Samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

12 

8 

4 

Undesignated  Milk. 

Samples 
taken  by 

No.  of 
Samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

74 

56 

18 

19 


SamDles 

No.  of 

Number 

Number 

taken  by 

Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

6 

6 

Nil 

There  are  ten  farms  in  the  district,  and  at  seven  the  cowsheds 
are  fitted  with  modern  drinking  bowls  for  each  cow,  and  are 
served  by  a constant  water  supply.  Frequent  inspections  are 
made  at  all  farms  and  dairy  premises. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

There  are  16  butchers’  shops  in  the  district,  and  all  shops  and 
vehicles  to  which  the  meat  regulations  apply  are  constantly 
inspected  and  surveyed.  All  are  kept  in  good  condition. 

During  the  year  the  following  articles  of  food  were  upon 
examination  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  from  shops  in  the  town. 


Beans 

46  tins 

Brisket  Beef 

1 tin 

Pilchards  ... 

75  „ 

Rice  Pudding  Powder  ... 

20  pkts. 

Nestles  Milk 

26  „ 

Grape  Fruit  Marmalade 

20  tins 

Luncheon  Meat  ... 

47  „ 

Peas 

37  „ 

Soup 

7 „ 

Pickles 

3 jars 

Crayfish  ...  ...  ... 

1 .. 

Rolled  Oats 

6 lbs. 

Sardines  ... 

21  „ 

Bacon 

7 „ 

Dried  Egg 

60  pkts. 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 

1 tin 

Mixed  Vegetables 

6 tins 

Dates 

6 lbs. 

Marmalade 

4 „ 

Cheese 

9£  .. 

Evaporated  Milk 

104  „ 

Pineapple  Crush  ... 

220  tins 

Beef  Steak 

4 ,. 

Mackerel  ...  *.. 

1 tin 

Plum  Jam 

3 lbs. 

Herrings  ... 

8 tins 

Syrup 

2 ,, 

Semolina  Pudding  • 

52  pkts 

Lemon  and  Melon  Jam  ... 

1 lb. 

Yorkshire  Pudding 

250  pkts. 

Tea 

6 lbs. 

Vegetable  Soup  ... 

7 tins 

Butter 

8J  „ 

Dried  Milk 

' 4 „ 

Creamola  Pudding 

9 pkts. 

Stewed  Steak 

9 „ 

Skimmed  Milk 

1 tin 

Cocoa 

29  pkts. 

Kam 

6 tins 

Sausages  ... 

54  lbs. 

Fish  Roll  ... 

1 tin 

Fish  

140  „ 

Corned  Beef 

32  lbs. 

Jam  

3 „ 

Sponge  Powder  ... 

4 pkts. 

Luncheon  Tongue 

3 tins 

Choc.  Malt  Spread 

2 jars 

Macaroni  ... 

3 lbs. 

Oatmeal  ... 

2 lbs. 

Cereals 

4 „ 

Unsweetened  Milk 

5 tins 

Pork  Sausage  Meat 

1 1 tins 

Ideal  Milk 

2 „ 

Flour 

7 bags 

Scone  Mixture 

17  pkts. 

Kellogs  All  Bran 

21  pkts 

Prem 

1 tin 

Margarine 

8|  lbs. 

Fish  Paste 

1 pot 

Salmon 

14  tins 

Beef,  20  fore,  1 1 hind  quarters, 

2 necks. 

Offal  25  lbs.  8 ozs. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  routine  ins] 
work  performed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 

, Total  Number  of  Inspections  and  Visits  ...  8143 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Animals  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Ashpits  and  Ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  470 

Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  736 

Dirty  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Drains — Existing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  246 

,,  Obstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  186 

„ Relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

„ Smoke  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Rooms  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,667 

Public  and  Private  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  195 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  278 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Verminous  Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  998 

1 

HOUSING. 

Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  465 

Houses  Re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  540 

Houses  Inspected  re  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  14 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

FACTORIES. 

Factories — Mechanical  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

„ Non-mechanical  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  96 

Laundries  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  10 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections  (day) 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections  (night) 

Shops — Meat 
„ Fish 

,,  General  Provisions 
,,  Other 

Food  Preparation  Premises  ... 

Dairies 

Cowsheds  and  Farms 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

Samples — Milk  Bacteriological 


30C 

10 

174 

113 

352 

172 

59 

144 

92 

32 

133 


HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1945. 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 


Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  465 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ...  1,005 

(2)  Total  number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  43 

(3)  Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  19 


(4)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(n)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  43 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(1)  By  Owners  ...  v ...  ...  ...  24 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


22 


PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

(5)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
informal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(1)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  and  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  Ni 

THE  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Informal,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  156 

Statutory,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  6 

Informal,  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  43 

Statutory,  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  24 

Informal,  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919  ...  5 

Statutory,  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919  ...  1 

Number  of  letters  despatched  from  Department  ...  797 

Result  of  Service. 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  ...  ...  710 

Nuisances  and  other  matters  dealt  with  satisfactorily  ...  199 

Verbal  intimation  resulted  in  a considerable  amount  of  work 
being  executed  without  the  need  for  further  action. 

Sanitary  improvements  carried  out  and  defects  remedied 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Exterior  Works. 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Rain  water  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  renewed  and  repaired  10 
Walls — rebuilt  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Yard  area  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  1 

New  Fascia  Boards  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Conservatory  roof  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Leadwork  of  roof  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Boundary  Walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Interior. 

Walls  replastered  internally  ••• 
Fire  gratee  repaired 
Floors  repaired  or  renewed 
New  skirting  boards  provided 
Doors  repaired  or  renewed 
Chimney  Flues  repaired 
Windows  and  frames  repaired 
Ceilings  renewed  or  replastered 

Drainage. 

Drains  repaired  and  relaid 


Obstructed  drains  cleared  and  cleansed  ...  ...  88 

Obstructed  water  closets  cleared  ...  ...  ...  35 

New  pedestal  water  closet  pans  provided  ...  ...  19 

New  Bushing  tanks  provided  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  manholes  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  soil  pipes  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  interceptor  traps  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 
Infestation  Order,  1943. 

During  the  year  the  work  of  Rodent  Destruction  within  the 
Penarth  Urban  Area  has  continued  in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 

The  following  shows  the  amount  of  routine  work  carried  out 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  also  the  results  achieved. 


Number  of  visits  to  rat  infested  premises  ...  ...  910 

Number  of  interviews  given  ...  ...  ...  1,019 

Number  reservoir  infestations  found  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  major  infestations  found  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  minor  infestations  found  ...  ...  142 

Estimated  kill  of  rats  on  private  premises  ...  1,177 

Estimated  kill  of  rats  on  other  premises  ...  249 

Sewer  Campaign. 


The  first  and  second  initial  treatments  of  the  Council’s 
sewers  were  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the  whole  of  the  sewers  were  success- 
fully treated.  In  addition  one  maintenance  treatment  was  also 
carried  out. 

In  order  to  carry  out  this  work  two  squads  of  men  were 
employed  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  bait  over  334  manholes 
and  side  entrances  of  which  255  were  fitted  with  the  necessary 
sewer  equipment.  These  campaigns  resulted  in  an  estimated 
kill  of  over  2,500  rats. 
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Surface  Campaign. 

Three  major  infestations  were  found  during  the  year  and 
although  several  campaigns  had  been  carried  out  on  one  of  these 
infestations  to  reduce  the  rat  population  very  poor  results  were 
achieved.  This  infestation  was  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  adjacent 
to  the  Penarth  Dock  area  and  an  inspection  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  led  them  to  believe  that  there  was  a heavy 
reservoir  infestation  in  the  Dock  area  and  surrounding  land, 
from  which  rats  were  continually  migrating  in  search  of  food. 
This  view  was  subsequently  confirmed  and  it  was  found  that 
the  majority  of  places  infested  in  the  Dock  area  belonged  to  a 
Railway  Company  and  a firm  of  ship  repairers. 

A joint  meeting  was  accordingly  held  between  the  interested 
parties  and  arrangements  made  for  a combined  operation  with 
all  parties  rendering  aid  by  way  of  supplying  the  requisite  labour 
force. 

For  the  actual  treatment,  five  squads  were  formed  and  work 
commenced  with  squad  one  made  up  of  men  from  the  firm,  who 
carried  out  work  on  their  property  and  surrounding  ground.  It 
is  estimated  that  nearly  500  rats  were  destroyed  by  this  squad 
alone. 

Squad  two  consisted  of  the  Railway  staff  and  they  carried 
out  their  work  on  the  South  side  of  the  Dock,  which  consisted 
mainly  of  baiting  on  the  banks  between  the  Railway  lines  and 
the  Dock  itself,  and  here  it  was  estimated  that  the  kill  was  nearly 
300  rats.  Squad  number  three  was  also  composed  of  Railwaymen 
but  they  had  the  more  difficult  task  of  baiting  the  river  bank 
and  land  between  the  river  Ely  and  the  Dock  itself.  They  were 
responsible  for  an  estimated  kill  of  1,100  rats. 

Squad  four,  the  Penarth  Council’s  squad,  had  the  largest 
area  to  deal  with  and  here  it  was  estimated  3,000  rats  were 
destroyed. 

A Ministry  of  Food  squad  at  the  same  time  dealt  with  the 
S.S.  " Arclight,”  a store  ship  lying  in  the  Dock.  For  the 
destruction  of  ship  rat  this  squad  laid  234  pre  baits  and  on  the 
last  day  121  poison  baits.  It  was  evident  that  the  main  infes- 
tation aboard  this  ship  was  one  of  mice  and  not  of  ship  rat,  as 
was  at  first  suspected  and  during  the  whole  campaign  only  7 
ship  rats  were  destroyed. 

This  campaign  was  a great  success  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note 
that  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  no  major  infestations 
remaining  within  the  area. 


